Honors Chemistry-  2nd Semester 2009-2010
Ms. Goss 
Room: 5-G03  

Phone: 328-5401

E-mail: magoss@rochester.k12.mn.us  
Honors Chemistry is intended as a college-preparatory course that focuses on the structure of matter and changes that matter undergoes.  The class moves at a fast pace and deals with significant math applications throughout the year.  Therefore it is essential that the students have a strong math background and that students be present and prepared for class.  

2nd Semester Chemistry Honors Course Outline  
	Week
	Unit
	Major Topics
	Assessments

	1-2
	Stoichiometry
	Stoichiometry calculations

Limiting reactants
Percent yield
	Bicarbonate dilemma lab

S’more activity

%yield lab

Journal quiz

Unit test

	3-6
	Periodic trends
	Probability & atomic structure
Quantum theory

Spectroscopy

Electron configuration

Periodic trends
	Flame test lab

Journal quizzes
Group presentations

Unit test

	7-9
	Bonding
	Ionic bonding
Covalent bonding

Lewis structures

Molecular shape

Polarity
	Isn’t it Ionic? (or covalent) lab
Journal quizzes
Molecule project

Unit test

	10-13
	Gas laws
	KMT
Gas laws


	Various labs/ demos
Journal quizzes
Presentation

Unit test

	14
	Properties of Liquids
	Properties of water
Intermolecular forces

Phase diagrams
	Journal quiz
Heat of Fusion lab
Quiz/test

	15-16
	Solutions
	Colligiative properties
concentrations
	Journal quiz
Concentrate on your soda Lab
Rate of formation lab

Quiz/test

	17-18
	Acids and Bases
	Properties
pH 

titrations
	Maintaining neutrality Lab 
Journal quiz
Quiz/test

	19
	Final exam
	Comprehensive exam

	20% of semester grade


Honors Courses Expectations

Honors courses are an important part of the comprehensive program offered by the Rochester Public High Schools.  The purpose of this statement is to provide students and parents/guardians with an explanation of the philosophy and the expectations of the Honors program. 

1.  The intention of Honors course work is to challenge students with academically rigorous material and information that will better prepare students for college.

2.  While Honors courses are open to all students meeting the course prerequisites, the courses alter the curriculum in terms of depth, quality of product, pace of content and require students to clearly demonstrate higher level thinking skills.
3.  Honors students, as all of our high school students, are expected to come to class with homework and reading assignments completed, and with prepared questions for the teacher.
4.  Honors students should plan to spend as much as two hours each week in addition to homework time, studying class material outside of class time for each Honors course in which they are enrolled. Honors courses are designed for self directed and self-motivated students willing to go beyond the scope of mainstream high school curriculum. Depth and pace is expected to be more complex and rigorous.
5.  The individual student’s ability to demonstrate advanced levels of proficiency and mastery of the course material are the greatest contributing factors to the grade earned in each Honors course.  High grades, as in other classes, are not based primarily on attendance and participation in an Honors course.  Extra Credit is normally not calculated as part of your grade in an Honors Course.

Honors Chemistry Policies

Classroom Expectations  

Students are expected to:

· be active learners –“Think and Try”

· be seated before the bell rings (or it will be considered a tardy) and stay seated until dismissed by the teacher

· NOT eat or drink in class or lab (safety reasons and school policy)

· not cheat or plagiarize 

· leave personal items in your locker (phones,  or any other media device).  If found they will be taken up and turned into the office.  School policy.

 Grading Policy
The grading scale for chemistry will be based on the percentage of the total possible points as follows:        

A   100-92%    

B    91-82%   

C    81-70%    

D    69-60%    

F    59-0%

· Your semester grade is calculated as follows:  40% for each quarter grade and 20% for the semester exam.  However, students must earn a final exam grade within 2 letter grades of their average quarter grades, or their semester grade may be dropped by one letter grade, regardless of the actual grade calculation.  You cannot fail the final and expect to earn an A. 

· Your grade will be based on test scores, quiz scores, homework/ daily notebook, and laboratory work.

· Students are encouraged to maintain an updated grade tracker.  Periodically I will check to see that totals match.

· Grades will be entered into the computer (AGILE) using the name of the assignment in the order that it was due. Any assignment that was not turned in – will count as a zero. Those assignments that are zeros due to absences can be identified by the letter “A” and will be changed to the appropriate grade if the work is made up before the deadline .  Please consult with your student about missing work and the status of their grade prior to contacting the teacher.  Thank you.

Late Work Policy 

Late work will be accepted one day past due for HALF credit.  After that time, homework is not accepted.  

Daily Notebook

Students are expected to maintain a daily notebook.  Their notebook should contain vocabulary, daily warm-up questions, notes and other class activities.  Notebooks are monitored/checked by weekly journal quizzes.

 Attendance Policy     
Your attendance is critical to your success in chemistry class.  Please try and be in class at all times.   While, absences are an unfortunate reality of schooling, being gone does not absolve you of scholastic responsibilities.  

· It is the student’s responsibility to check the daily assignment binder or my school website.  Most daily assignments, journals, notes and handouts will be found there.  http://www.rochester.k12.mn.us/school108/gosschem 

· It is the student’s responsibility to ask for and to make up any assignments, journals, or lab. 

· Any work that was due the day you were gone is due the day you get back.  This includes tests.
· Make up work is expected to be turned in a reasonable time.  Two days for each day absent.  Tests and quizzes must also be made up within this timeframe.  After this time the grade will be turned to a zero.
· Tests often include questions directly related to activities and discussions from class.  Be sure to find out what we did in class.

· Students that are absent on the day of a test will given a make-up test.  

· Due to the nature of lab, if a student is absent on the day of lab they will need to complete a make-up assignment in order to receive credit for participation.  This should be attached to lab sheet.

· No credit is allowed for work done during an unexcused absence.

Lab Policy

· Students are expected to have a signed safety contract on file.  All safety rules must be followed or the student will not be allowed to participate in lab and will receive a grade of zero for that lab.

· Pre-lab assignments are designed to help students maximize their understanding of the lab.  Pre-lab assignments are due and graded before lab.  If the pre-lab assignment is not completed at that time, the student will not be allowed to participate. 

· If students are absent on the day of the lab they will need to complete a make-up assignment to receive credit for participation in lab.

General Supplies

Everyday students are expected to bring the following:  
· class notebook or binder (for journal)

· three pronged folder for lab sheets

· pen and pencil

· calculator
My Office Hours 
    


Lunch ________

Open  hour _______  *   Please let me know in advance if you are coming in.

HONORS CHEMISTRY- Semester 2
Please complete and return

Name___________________________________________________________ Period_______ 

Home Phone Number: _____________________________________

Parent’s work Phone Number: ________________________________ Parent Cell: ______________

Parent email address: ___________________________


Welcome to Honors Chemistry! I am looking forward to an exciting 2nd semester. Attached you will find a list of my classroom rules, procedures, materials required, and grading policies.

Please read these carefully, and sign below. Return the signed form to me by ____________. If at any time you have a question or concern, don't hesitate to contact me at the school (328-5401).  You may also contact me via email. My email address is magoss@rochester.k12.mn.us.


As an added resource, most of my class information is posted on the school website http://www.rochester.k12.mn.us/school108/gosschem. There you will find the notes, homework assignments (including printable versions), on-line quizzes and weekly assignments.   I try to update this at least every week, so if you have questions about homework or assignments, you can check it on-line.











Sincerely,











Ms. Goss

I have read and understood the rules and grading policy, and agree to abide by them.  Please answer the following questions and sign below.

1. List 2 places you could look to find what you missed during an absence.

2. What is the cut off % for an A?  B?  C?
3. What 2 things can the green passes used for?

4. What do you need to complete if you are absent or unable to do lab and want to earn participation points?

5. What percentage of your semester grade is based on the final?

Student signature ___________________________________________

Parent/guardian signature _____________________________________

Print name:  ________________________   Hr: _____
HONORS CHEMISTRY- 1st semester evaluation
Please complete and return

Name _______________________________

1. What was your grade on the final?   ________ %  What was your grade for the semester? _____ %
2. Do you feel this was an accurate reflection of what you learned during first semester?  Please explain why or why not.
3. Which topics do you feel you mastered? Explain.

4. Which topics do you feel you still need to work on?  Explain.
5. State one goal you have this semester in Chemistry.   
6. How do you plan to accomplish this goal?

Please share your opinions about 1st semester Honors chemistry.  Your comments will be used to make improvements. 
Please circle the number that corresponds with your level of agreement with each statement, with 
1=strongly agree, 2=agree, 3=disagree, and 4=strongly disagree. 

                                                                                           Strongly                                                         Strongly 
                                                                                             Agree               Agree           Disagree        Disagree 

1. I was given clear expectations                                ....................................1......................2......................3......................4 

2  The class was interesting                                              .............................1......................2......................3......................4 

3. The class content was appropriately challenging   ....................................1......................2......................3......................4 

4. The final exam tested the objectives of first semester        .......................1......................2......................3......................4 

5. I understood the lab exercises                     ..............................................1......................2......................3......................4 

6. I understood how the labs related to content taught ..................................1......................2......................3......................4 

7. The homework assignments were useful ..................................................1......................2......................3......................4 

8. Online resources were helpful                   ………………….......................1......................2......................3......................4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - 
Please comment Anything else that you feel would be helpful for me to know? 

 SUBJECT  \* MERGEFORMAT Chemistry Honors Semester 2 – syllabus and policies 


